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For Many From Hong Kong, Vancouver

Continued From Page A}

kpep ineir families and wealth while
they wait to see what becomes af the
istaad. Of course, the trip out of Hong
Kong was one way lor many exiles,
#nd hey are happily sertled in Yan-
cguver. But amgng the wealthiest
irnmigrants, the onfy roots many
have put down are in the billions of
doilars they have pumped intg the
lgcal economy. And the teftative nas
ture of their residency here as led o
{riction and resentment.
“Plan A is that whes our davghuer
gets a e older we wil fet hey gow
= poarding schoal and | will go back
Kang,” Betty said through an
erpréter. “Plan B 1S for my hus-
to sel) the business and move
re.” But she clearly longed 1o go
me. “I'm still 3 Hong Kong lady,”
!he said. 3

A Chance to Prosper
Could Be Lost

| Many Chinése here say they are
R about recent attempts by the
inese Government to restrict civil
in Hong Kong even before

'y 1. But they say they are even
worried gbout missing the

ance o make money o Hong

ug, where housing prices are ris-

at the same time they are falling

Vancouver.
5 “July 47 fs not a date that has
really changed anything,” said Ter-
£v Hul. oresident of Concdrd Pacific

iy because of reports of abuse and
manipulation. In one case, according
¢ gavernment records, a Hong Koog
entrepreneur invested in a faundro-
mat bat worked at 1.B .M. The one job
he claimed to have created was held
by 2 relative, who empued soins
from the washing machines.

No Shanties for Them,
But Mansions

But even though they may fow be
getting a chillier reception here,
more than 10,008 Hong Kong imemi-
grants st came to Capada )ast
year, contlaging what has surely
been ong of the most unusual imemi-
grant mavements in Narth American
histary.

Part of whalt makes the exodus

trom Bong Kong 10 Vancouver stand
agart is the reversal of roles it has
brought.  After the Tiananmen
Square killings in 1989, panic over
the coming takeover by the Chinese
sept many Hong Kong lamilies pack-
ing. They became fich overnight
when they sold tiny apartments in
Hong Kong for well aver $1 million.

1n Vancouver, residents who had
copsidered themselves well off sud-
deply reajized tha with the arrival of
the newly rich Hong Kong tmmi-
grants, and the sky-high realestate
prices théy caused, Belr Jwn ¢Co~
noinic standing had dropped 1o mid-
dle class,

“immigration i3 0.K. when some.
one comes aver to work as g domes-
1ic of in @ laundry because the local

Is a Way Station

Tadd Kok <o Thy New York Times
When building 2 Vancouver branch, the Hongkong Bank of Canada consulted 2 feng shui master, Sherman
"Tai, right, over the ptacement of two bronze fions. He conferred with David Lee, a bank senjpr vice president.



